
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June 2019 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars! 

 
 June 2 – Stewardship/Finance Committee – 

Following Worship 
 June 8 – Spiritual Leadership in a God-

Powered Church – FPC Norwalk 
 June 9 – “Share the Spirit” Fellowship 

following worship hosted by Deacons 
 June 12 – Small Group Leaders Meeting – 

10:15 AM 
 June 13 – Session Meeting 7:00 PM 
 June 14 – Wheels Festival Dinner – 4:30-

7:00 PM – Church Lawn 
 June 16 – Father’s Day/Celebrate the Gifts of 

Men 
 June 16 – Sunday Snacks – Coffee and juice 

will be served at 10:00 AM 
 June 19 – Deacons – 7:30 PM 
 June 21 – Bluffton Relay for Hope – BFR 
 June 23 – Newsletter Items Deadline 

CEGillen@MarathonPetroleum.com 
 July 20 – Swimming 4:00 PM/Picnic 5:30 PM 

– Betsey Angus’s Home 
 July 21-25 – Vacation Bible School – St. 

John's United Church of Christ – 6:00 – 
8:00 PM 

 
Announcement Procedure 
 
If you have an announcement to be shared in 
worship or in the bulletin, please get it in to the 
church office by Thursday morning. 
 
Small Groups 
 
Small Groups will not be meeting during the 
summer months.  If you would like to talk to 
someone about joining or starting a small group in 
September, please see Pastor Karol, Beth Buist, 
Jayne McGarrity, Jeanette Warren, or Diane 
Winebar. 

Growing in Faith • Sharing God’s Love 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday, June 2 – Ascension of the Lord 
Communion / 3 Cents a Meal Offering 
Special Music: Lori Schmidt 
Sound: Jay McCracken / Slides: Julia Szabo 
Liturgist: Dick McGarrity 
Greeters: John and Gayle Marshall 
Acolytes: Brauens 
Time for Young Christians – Ryan Brauen 
 
Sunday, June 9 – Pentecost 
Food Pantry Offering 
Special Music: Dave Sycks 
Sound: Bob Hursh / Slides: Diane Winebar 
Liturgist: Jay McCracken 
Greeters: Clair and Diane Winebar 
Acolyte: Avery Talavinia 
 
Sunday, June 16 – Trinity Sunday 
Celebrate the Gifts of Men  
Special Music: Youth Instrumental Ensemble 
Sound: Mike Rhonemus / Slides: Talavinias  
Liturgist: Beth Buist 
Greeters: Lynda and Tanya Best 
Acolytes: McVettas 
 
Sunday, June 23 
Special Music: Sue Van Eman, Mike & Sharon 
Wildermuth, and Sheila Rowe 
Sound: Jeff Gillen / Slides: Cathy Carroll 
Liturgist: TBD 
Greeters: Phill and Michelle Talavinia 
Acolyte: Avery Talavinia 
 
Sunday, June 30 
Special Music: Julia Szabo & Marlyce Gundy 
Sound: Jeff Gillen / Slides: Cathy Carroll 
Liturgist: TBD 
Greeters: Don and Jodi Brauen 
Acolyte: Brauens 
 
Sunday, July 7 – Communion /  
3 Cents a Meal Offering 
Sound: Jay McCracken / Slides: Julia Szabo 
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Pastor’s Letter 
 
Memorial Day and Labor Day mark the unofficial 
beginning and end of “summer” – that special time 
of year marked by extended time in nature, 
vacations to other parts of the country, and an 
overall change of pace from our routines that 
revolve around the academic calendar. 
 
Our Faith Formation (Christian Education) 
Committee has made available to the congregation 
copies of a “guide to summer self-care for families 
on the go” (on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary). This resource, published by the SALT 
project, provides simple ideas, medium sized 
ideas, and bigger ideas, depending on what best 
suits your unique family’s needs. 
 
Several of the suggestions look less like creating 
complex projects and more like making intentional 
choices. For example, don’t just go through the 
motions of your tasks, whether they be work or 
leisure:  

“Choose something that you’re going to savor 
today – taking a shower, riding a bike, walking, 

chopping wood, reading a magazine, etc.  
‘Savor’ it instead of just ‘doing’ it.” 

 
In other words, be alive and be present in the 
moment; it will be much more life-giving! 
 
May these resources be an inspiration and a 
catalyst for you to look for God working and 
moving in your life, wherever your summer takes 
you. I encourage you to share these ideas with 
your family and friends. Then, the next time we 
see you, let us know how God surprised you by 
showing up in the midst of your scheduled and 
unscheduled summer adventures! 
 
Each and every day, we can remind ourselves:  
“This is the day that the Lord has made;  
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 
 
Let us indeed rejoice in the adventures that await 
us. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
 

The Surprising Acts of God 
Easter-Pentecost Sermon Series from the book of 

Acts: May 5 – June 16 
 

Ascension of the Lord 
 
Forty days after the Resurrection of the 
Lord/Easter, we remember and celebrate the 
Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ into heaven.  
Since this date falls on a Thursday, we will 
celebrate Ascension on Sunday, June 2.  On this 
occasion, the church gives thanks for Christ’s 
sovereign rule over all the earth, as well as his 
priestly intercession for us at the throne of God.  
With the raising of Christ to a position above all 
worldly powers, the earthly ministry of Christ 
begun at the incarnation of Christmas now 
concludes. 
 

 
 
Day of Pentecost 
 
On the Day of Pentecost (June 9) we celebrate the 
gift of the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty rush 
of wind and flame to inspire the Church’s 
proclamation of Christ’s rising and to empower its 
mission and ministry to the world.  It can be 
thought of as the “birthday of the Church.”  The 
notion of Easter as a season of 50 days ending at 
Pentecost is patterned after the ancient Jewish 
festival of 7 weeks from the beginning of the 
barley harvest (on the 2nd day after the beginning 
of Passover) to the end of the wheat harvest at the 
Festival of Weeks or Shavuot.  The Festival of 
Weeks later came to be called Pentecost (“50th 
day”) by Greek-speaking Jews.  In Jewish 
tradition, Shavuot also marks the giving of the law 
to Moses at Sinai; this liturgical link may inform 
Paul’s discussions of the law and the Spirit. 
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Trinity Sunday 
 
On Trinity Sunday (June 16) we proclaim the 
mystery of our faith in the triune God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, One-in-Three and Three-in-One.  
Unlike other festivals in the church’s liturgical 
calendar, Trinity Sunday centers on a doctrine of 
the church, rather than an event.  It celebrates the 
unfathomable mystery of God’s being as Holy 
Trinity.  It is a day of adoration and praise of the 
one, eternal, incomprehensible God.  Trinity 
Sunday, in a sense, synthesizes all we have 
celebrated over the past months of highlighting 
God’s mighty acts: Advent-Christmas-Epiphany 
celebrating God’s taking flesh and dwelling 
among us in Jesus Christ; Lent and Easter 
celebrating Christ’s death and resurrection for us; 
Pentecost celebrating God the Holy Spirit 
becoming our Sanctifier, Guide, and Teacher. 
 

 
 
Nurturing the Faith of Our Children 
 
Pastor Karol would like to invite a member of the 
congregation lead the Time for Young Christians 
during worship once or twice a month.  Please let 
her know if you would be interested in doing so on 
occasion.  She will coordinate a date with you and 
can provide you with a theme and resources if 
needed. 
 

 
 
Word in the World 
 
You are invited to the weekly Word in the World 
discussions with Pastor Karol.  Join us any time 
you are free on a Wednesday morning from 9:00 
to10:00 AM at the Twisted Whisk Café.  We 
enjoy connecting God’s word to today’s world! 
 
 
 

New: Praying for You Cards 
 
Beginning in May, the Deacons started a new 
program to make “Praying for You” cards 
available in the pews for you to write notes to 
others.  Ideas for who to write to include: 
homebound members, those on our prayer list, and 
our Church Person of the Week.  Upon receipt of a 
card in the offering plate, the Deacons will mail it 
during the following week to the recipient you 
have indicated.  Let’s send some kindness to those 
who could use our prayers! 
 
Spiritual Leadership in a God-Powered 
Church 
 
Presented by Rev. Dr. Joan Gray, Saturday, June 8 
from 10:00 AM. to 2:30 PM, Cost: $10. 
 
Norwalk First Presbyterian Church 
21 Firelands Blvd. 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 
 
Elders in the Presbyterian Church are ordained to 
be spiritual leaders along with pastors.  Officers 
have a crucial part to play in the health and 
welfare of their congregations.  Given our system 
of polity, no church will ever rise above the level 
of its officers.  Come spend some time exploring 
what it means to be a spiritual leader, what the 
essential characteristics of effective spiritual 
leadership are, and how pastors and officers can 
work to enable the church to sail into the future in 
the power of God’s Spirit. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Joan Standridge Gray served as the 
Moderator of the 217th General Assembly.  She 
has made her home in Georgia, ministering to a 
number of congregations with a special emphasis 
on the ministry of healing conflicted communities 
of faith, and has written three books including 
Sailboat Church (WJKP, 2014), Spiritual 
Leadership for Church Officers, and Presbyterian 
Polity for Church Leaders, with Joyce C. Tucker.  
Online registration available on MVP website. 
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Highlights of May Session Meeting 
 
• Deacon Craig Bowman was installed/ordained 

on May 5. 
 

• In April Pastor Karol participated in the 
following activities - Pastoral Care: 9 home/ 
hospital/nursing home visits, 2 conversations, 
and 13 cards sent.  Home Communion was 
served with Deacons Craig Bowman/Dave 
Van Eman on May 5 to 7 residents at Maple 
Crest.  Sue Van Eman was pianist.  
Congregational activities: Word in the World 
discussion group, Claralice Circle, memorial 
service and reception for Helen Hilty, Maundy 
Thursday at St. John’s UCC, Good Friday at 
BPC (BAMA), youth group, and committee 
meetings.  Presbytery activities: lunch with 
Presbytery colleague, New Pastors’ Group, 
Continuing Education - attended Faith Trust 
Institute Healthy Boundaries training at the 
request of Presbytery, and participated in 
leadership of CRE Committee Preaching 
Class.  Community Engagement activities: 
Mennonite Home Communities Volunteer 
Appreciation Lunch and BAMA and other 
congregational representatives’ meeting with 
Weekday Christian Education Board President 
Mark Yoder to discuss concerns – difficulty to 
secure walkers and desire for improved 
communication.  Approved vacation request to 
add 2 days to previously approved time off in 
August: Wednesday, August 7 and Monday, 
August 19 so total time away would run 
August 7 – 19. 
 

• Flowers were planted and mulch spread at 
church.  Area by new church sign cannot be 
mowed behind; therefore area around it will be 
mulched.  A few elders will set up a meeting 
with Village Administrator Jesse Blackburn to 
discuss improving grading of dirt along edge 
of new alley.  If any future plans for the new 
alley include church property, then the church 
would need to receive a formal proposal from 
the village. 
 

• Approved request to place Bluffton’s Relay for 
Hope sign in church yard for two weeks prior 
to event. 
 

• Sunday LIFT ends on May 19th.  Community 
Vacation Bible School will be held July 21 - 
July 25 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at St. John's 
United Church of Christ.  Theme is Hero 
Central Discovering Your Strength in God.  
We are in charge of the snack area and need 3-
4 volunteers each night to help prep and serve 
the snacks.  We also need 4 volunteers each 
night to serve as group leaders for the various 
age groups as they move from place to place 
each night.  Maumee Valley Presbytery 
Delegation to Triennium will have 25 people: 
8 adults and 17 youth.  Two of the youth are 
Global Partners from Mexico, sponsored by 
the Defiance church.  Delegation represents 
six churches in MVP: Perrysburg, Defiance, 
Ottawa, Bowling Green, Maumee, and 
Bluffton (includes Libby and Paige McVetta).  
Christian Education Walkers - 11 volunteers 
walked a combined total of 58 classes this 
year.  Tenna Rhonemus is stepping down as 
Youth Group Leader- shared with youth on 
May 5 and parents were informed via email 
letter.  Tenna was thanked for her amazing and 
dedicated service to our youth by serving as 
Youth Group leader since 2003.  Faith 
Formation will be looking for anyone 
interested in filling that position. 
 

• Approved Stewardship’s request to add Clair 
Winebar as an additional signatory on the 
Citizens National Bank checking account, the 
Chase savings account, and authorized 
representative on the church's Edward Jones 
account (two CDs and a cash account).  
Approved request that profit from Easter 
breakfast ($42.51) be contributed to 
Transportation (van) Fund.  2018 financial 
review has been completed by ONU and final 
report received – Stewardship will review in 
June.  Member contributed a $1,254 gift to the 
electronic yard sign fund during April, which 
increased the yard sign balance to $4,743.  As 
a reminder, the estimated cost of an electronic 
yard sign is roughly $20,000 to $25,000.  One 
Great Hour of Sharing – Members and friends 
contributed $1,174, including $59 from the 
kids’ fish boxes. 

 
 



Welcome New Members! 
 
Welcome to our newest church members: Steve 
and Tammie Mericle!  Steve and Tammie were 
received into membership by the session on 
March 14 by reaffirmation of faith.  They have 
lived in Bluffton their whole lives; they had 
recently been searching for a church home and are 
glad to have found a warm welcome among us.  
Both Steve and Tammie worked as nurses for 
many years; now Steve has a handyman service 
and Tammie works as a nurse practitioner.  They 
have 3 children and 8 grandchildren, including 
daughter Cassie Taber and her children Brianna, 
Bracen, and Andrew, who have also begun 
worshipping with us.  Steve and Tammie's address 
is 9161 Columbus Grove Road, Bluffton.  Please 
welcome them to our church if you haven’t yet 
had an opportunity to connect with them.  We are 
excited for their commitment to joining us as we 
Grow in Faith and Share God’s Love! 
 

 
 
Deacons 
 
If you are interested in receiving Presbyterians 
Today magazine, please contact any Deacon by 
June 16.  The cost to you is $5 and the Deacons 
will pay the balance. 
 
 
 
 

Praying for You Cards 
 
The Deacons started a new program to make 
“Praying for You” cards available in the pews for 
you to write notes to others.  Ideas for who to 
write to include: homebound members, those on 
our prayer list, and our Church Person of the 
Week.  Upon receipt of a card in the offering 
plate, the Deacons will mail it during the 
following week to the recipient you have 
indicated.  Let’s send some kindness to those who 
could use our prayers! 
 
 

2019 Graduate 
 

 
 

Samantha Rhonemus 



 
 
Pentecost Offering 
 
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church 
encourage, develop, and support its young people 
and address the needs of at-risk children.  Since 
the offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have 
raised more than $14 million for ministries that 
benefit younger members of God’s family.  We 
believe we are called to do even more – to inspire, 
support, and care for young people as they build a 
strong foundation of faith.  60% of the offering is 
used to support ministries of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency: Young Adult Volunteers, 
Ministries for Youth, and Children-at-Risk.  40% 
of the Pentecost offering can be retained by 
individual congregations wanting to make an 
impact in the lives of young people within their 
own community.  The Mission Committee will 
determine the use of our congregation's 40% of the 
offering.  We will receive gifts through June 30. 
 

 
 
**************************************** 
The Deacons would like to THANK everyone 
who donated baked goods, helped set up/tear 
down tent, their time cutting, wrapping, selling, 
and of course bought or donated monetarily to the 
bake sale.  We had another successful day with the 
total of $545! 
**************************************** 
Thank you for the graduation gift and cake!  It was 
very much appreciated.  I am thankful for all of 
your support over the past few years. 
 
-Samantha Rhonemus 
**************************************** 
 

 
 
BPC Swimming/Potluck Picnic 
 
Betsey Angus will have a summer party at her 
home on Saturday, July 20.  Anyone can come out 
and swim at 4:00 PM and there will be a potluck 
picnic at 5:30 PM, weather permitting.  Table 
service, meat, water, and lemonade will be 
provided.  Please bring a hot or cold dish to share.  
Also bring your lawn chairs and a life jacket if you 
are going to swim.  RSVP appreciated at 419-643-
8000. 
 

 
Community Vacation Bible School 
 
Community Vacation Bible School will be held 
July 21 - July 25 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at St. 
John's United Church of Christ.  The theme is 
Hero Central Discovering Your Strength in God.  
We are in charge of the snack area and need 3-4 
volunteers each night to help prep and serve the 
snacks.  We also need to have 4 volunteers each 
night to serve as group leaders for the various age 
group as they move from place to place each 
night.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the 
sanctuary or you can contact Tenna Rhonemus if 
you are able to volunteer.  Registration forms are 
also available in the back of the sanctuary.  They 
can be turned into Tenna Rhonemus or dropped 
off at St. John United Church of Christ. 
 
Paper Recycling 
 
Please note that paper recycling is available in the 
front and back of the sanctuary.  Place any 
unwanted bulletins, etc. in the blue bins, and all 
other trash in the trash bins.  Thank you! 
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BECAUSE YOU HAVE SHARED IN THEIR LIVES  
WITH YOUR FRIENDSHIP AND LOVE 

Karol June Farris &  
Christopher Lawrence Schilling  

REQUEST THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE  
AT THEIR WEDDING 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2019 
2:30PM CENTRAL TIME 

 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PARIS 
241 WEST COURT STREET, PARIS, ILLINOIS 

 

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW 
O’SHAUGHNESSY HALL 

SAINT MARY OF THE WOODS, INDIANA 
 

RSVP by July 19 at www.theknot.com/us/karolandchris,  
or call 567-226-1123.  

More details can be found on our website. 
 
 
 
 

 

BPC Greeter Instructions 
 
Thank you to everyone who serves as a greeter! 
Here are a few things to remember for your 
assigned Sunday. 
  
Before the Service: 
1. Arrive at least 15 minutes prior to worship. 
2. Station one greeter at entry to downstairs and 
one near the sound board (also greet anyone who 
comes in through the ramp entrance and give them 
bulletins). 
3. Greet people and hand out bulletins. 
4. Make sure to talk to visitors.  Welcome them 
and ask their names. 
5. If first Sunday of month, remind people to pick 
up their newsletter. 
 
After the Service: 
1. Go back to your greeting stations and make sure 
you thank any visitors for joining us, offer them a 
visitor packet (located on back cabinet behind 
sound board), and welcome them to come back 
soon. 

Reception for Karol Farris and Chris Schilling 
Sunday, September 15, after Worship 

 

Mark your calendars! We’ll all gather on the church 
lawn to congratulate Pastor Karol and Chris, who 

will be married August 10. In case of rain, the party 
will be moved into the fellowship hall. Details in 

upcoming newsletters and Sunday bulletins. 
 

You are invited to contribute toward a Love Gift 
 for the happy couple, which will be presented 

 at the reception. Please make checks payable to 
Bluffton Presbyterian Church, and write Love Gift 

on the memo line. Mail to the church, place 
in the offering plate, or bring to the church 

office. 
 Cash gifts, in an envelope marked Love 

Gift, may be brought to the church office or 
placed 

 in the offering plate. 
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Mission Committee 
 
Please remember to bring food for the food pantry 
the second Sunday in May.  The items needed this 
month are peanut butter, paper towels, and 
canned fruit.  This is not to say that we don’t 
welcome other items, but these are the items they 
need the most at this time. 
 
Relay for Hope 
 
Mission’s next event is Bluffton Relay for Hope 
on Friday, June 21.  Sign-up sheets for help 
needed are in bulletins and also on the purple 
ribbon in hallway bulletin board where you can 
pull an amount to help raise money for Relay.  If 
anyone is a survivor, please contact Lynda Best; 
there are also forms on the bulletin board for 
survivors, 5K race, luminaries etc. 
 
Little Free Pantry Going Strong! 
 
Our church’s Little Free Pantry is making a 
difference in the lives of those who use it.  The 
LFP’s mission is to help people with immediate 
food needs. 
 
Church members (and even people from the 
community) keep the LFP stocked.  We are 
grateful for your support! 
 
When donating items to the LFP, please 
remember: no glass jars or bottles, which can 
break if dropped.  Instead, consider donating non-
perishables in cans or boxes: vegetables, canned 
chicken, beef, or salmon, cereal, oatmeal, pasta, 
canned pasta sauce, rice, noodles, granola bars, 
dried fruit, Tuna Helper, mac and cheese, etc. 
 
Personal care items are also appreciated: soap, 
shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
baby care items, toilet paper, tissues, etc. 
 
For safety’s sake, please check the expiration 
dates of the items you donate.  Your contributions 
can be placed inside the LFP or taken to the 
church office. 
 
Thank you for your help as we work together as 
neighbors helping neighbors! 
 

“Our Daily Bread” Mobile Meals 
 
Mennonite Memorial Home and Hilty Home both 
offer a mobile meals program known as “Our 
Daily Bread.”  Through this program, a hot noon 
meal is delivered Monday through Friday within a 
5-mile radius of Bluffton and Pandora.  Cost is 
just $5/meal.  Call 419-358-1015, Ext. 218 for 
more information. 
 

 
 
Wheels Festival 
 
We will be serving a dinner on the church lawn for 
the Wheels Festival from 4:30-7:00 PM on Friday, 
June 14, with proceeds going to the General fund.  
Ted’s Market in Pandora will be providing 
chicken dinners.  Hot dogs, brats, desserts, and 
drinks will also be available.  Chicken barbeque 
tickets are $8.50 per dinner. Please come and eat 
at the festival dinner or get your dinner to go! 
 
Donations of soda, water, brats, hotdogs, and 
cookies/brownies are needed.  Monetary donations 
for supplies would also be appreciated!  If you can 
help set up, tear down, serve, or donate food or 
supplies, please fill out the insert in the church 
bulletin or in this newsletter.  We would really 
appreciate any help you can give. 
 
For questions or to purchase tickets contact: 
Lynda Best 419-296-2790 / 
bestlynda568@gmail.com or  
Cindy Gillen 419-905-2275 / 
CEGillen@MarathonPetroleum.com or  
 
Sermon Videos Available Online 
 
Did you know that if you miss worship, you can 
still hear the message that was shared?  Most 
sermons from recent months can be seen and 
heard on our church website: 
www.blufftonpc.org/sermons.  
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Prayer Requests 
 
Prayers of Sympathy for Linda Sycks and 
family, on the death of her mother Jean Delores 
Braden. 
 
Prayers of Sympathy with the family and friends 
of Dr. Howard Shelley. 
 
Prayers for our members and friends serving in 
the armed forces: especially Kyle Begg, Andrew 
Warner, and Lucas Woodward. 
 
Prayers of Healing for Laura & Tyler From, 
Mark From, Sally Reeder, David Rempelsmucker, 
Bob McVetta, Mary Barnett, Molly Pontius, 
Wally Herald, Bob Braden, Jeremy Szabo, Eli and 
Tobias Richter, Yvonne Shaffer, and David 
Fisher. 
 
3 Cents A Meal Offering 
 
Three Cents a Meal invites every member of our 
congregation to prayerfully contribute a few cents 
at each meal to help alleviate hunger and poverty.  
Ideally, contributions come from “living more 
simply so that others may simply live.”  
Participation in Three Cents a Meal is also a 
commitment to share with others in response to 
Jesus’ command, “You give them something to 
eat.”  Daily participation is a reminder of the 
reality of hunger for millions of our sisters and 
brothers in the world.  As the money accumulates, 
those participating become aware that small, 
regular acts can result in significant responses to 
hunger and that there is great strength in working 
together with other Christians.  We collect this 
offering on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
Reminder 
 
If you have Community Market receipts, please 
bring them in and place them in the baskets on the 
bulletin board or the back of the hallway.  Thank 
you to Kay Ziessler for coordinating our 
congregation’s participation in this rewards 
program. 
 

We Lift Our Prayers 
Put a prayer request in – take a 
prayer request out.  Look for 
prayer request slips in the pews 
and near the prayer box.  Or use 
your own paper.  Requests can be 
as simple as “I’m having back 
pain,” or “My son is looking for a 
job.”  The slips can be placed in 

the box or in the offering plates.  Prayer requests 
can be submitted anonymously.  Allow someone 
in your church family to support you in private 
prayer. 
 
BPC Prayer Chain 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact 
Jeanette Warren (419-722-3793).  PLEASE leave 
a message if no answer.  If you can’t reach 
Jeanette, please call Helen Hawk (419-516-3125).  
PLEASE leave a message, if no answer.  Or call 
the church office (419-358-5806) with your prayer 
request, and we will pass along the information.  If 
you would like to add someone to the prayer chain 
other than yourself, please be sure to get their 
permission first.  Names and circumstances can be 
kept confidential, if desired.  God knows for 
whom we pray.  If you would like to be part of the 
chain or would like more information, please 
contact Jeanette or another deacon. 
 

Birthdays 
 
June 3 Carla Montgomery 
 4 Dusty Freed 
 6 Sheila Hurlburt 
  Donnas Stone 
 10 Andrew Van Horn 
 12 Lori Schmidt 
 17 Jeremy Enneking 
 19 Don Brauen 
  Chris Hochstetler 
 22 Sue Van Eman 
July 1 Brandie Carroll 
  Judy Evans 
 5 Dave Van Eman 
 6 Lisa Culbertson 
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Youth Group Leader 
 
Dear Church Family, I have decided to step down 
as youth leader.  A lot of prayer and contemplation 
went into this decision.  I know that my levels of 
energy and creativity are not what they used to be 
and for that reason I feel it is unfair to the current 
youth for me to continue in this role.  My love for 
the youth of our church moved me to take on this 
ministry, and my love for them is the reason that I 
have decided to step down. 
 
I began this ministry in the Fall of 2003 and I have 
loved every minute I have spent with the youth of 
Bluffton Presbyterian Church.  I will cherish every 
memory of our time together.  The deep faith 
discussions, the worship services we led, the 
goofy games and joy filled meals, even the 
sleepless nights spent on the cold basement floor 
or in cardboard boxes hold a special place in my 
heart.  The wonderful children of BPC have taught 
me so much over the years and have been an 
important part of my faith journey.  I hope to 
continue to be a part of their journey as well. I am 
just not certain in what capacity God will use me 
yet. 
 
The Faith Formation committee will be looking 
for someone to fill the role of youth leader.  I 
believe God has a plan and that my stepping down 
is the opportunity someone else needs to become 
God's witness to the youth of our church.  If you 
feel God is calling you to this ministry, please 
speak with me or Pastor Karol. 
 
I want to thank you for allowing me to be a part of 
your children's lives.  I want to thank you for all 
the schedule juggling you did so your children 
could participate in youth group.  I want to thank 
you for all the support you gave me and this 
program for so many years. 
 
May God continue to bless you and your children! 
Tenna 

Wheels Festival Dinner 
Friday, June 14 - 4:30-7:00pm 

 

We will be serving a dinner on the church lawn for the 
Wheels Festival Friday evening, June 14, with 
proceeds going to the General fund.  Ted’s Market in 
Pandora will be providing chicken dinners.  Hot dogs, 
brats, desserts and drinks will also be available. 
 
If you can help set up, tear down, serve, or donate food 
or supplies, please sign up below.  Monetary donations 
for supplies would also be greatly appreciated! 
 

Thanks for any help you can give!! 

______ Help set up tables/tent on lawn 10:00 

______ Food set up 3:00-4:00 

______ Serve 4:30-7:30 

______ Help tear down/clean up 7:30 

 
Supplies: 
______ Hot dogs and brats 

______ 12 or 24 pack Coke, Pepsi, Dr. Pepper, (Diet 
and Regular) 

______ Water 

______ Cookies/Brownies 

______ Monetary Donation 
 
NAME__________________________________ 
 
PHONE_________________________________ 
 
 
I’ll/We’ll help make the Festival a success. 
 
Any questions please call” 
Lynda Best 419-296-2790 / 
bestlynda568@gmail.com or  
Cindy Gillen 419-905-2275 / 
CEGillen@MarathonPetroleum.com 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=67&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca%2cmv%2cwt%2cnt%2cpt%2cft&page=7&ipp=10
mailto:bestlynda568@gmail.com
mailto:CEGillen@MarathonPetroleum.com




 
 

Bluffton Presbyterian Church 
112 N. Main St., P.O. Box 149 
Bluffton, OH 45817 
419-358-5806  
blufftonpc.org 
 
Faith Formation: 9:00 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:15 AM 
 
Pastor: Rev. Karol Farris 
Phone: 419-581-9232 
Email: pastor@blufftonpc.org 
Office Hours: Mon 2-5, Tues 9-2,  
Wed 10-12 and by appointment 
 
Secretary: Cathy Carroll 
Email: bpcbluff@wcoil.com 
Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 8:30-12:30 
 
Treasurer: Darin Leugers 
Email: dleugers8319@yahoo.com 
 
Organists: Jayne McGarrity and Sue Van Eman 
Choir Director: Linda Sycks 
Youth Group Director: Tenna Rhonemus 
Nursery Helpers: Kori Phipps and  
 Shawna Anderson  
Custodian: Tony Carmack 
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